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Education of medical safety management for inhabitants and initial
clinical resident in small-sized hospitals of medically rural and
depopulated areas

Hitomi Zotani, So Kasuga, Junzo Okuda, Shinsuke Saito,
Yoshihiro Moriwaki, Jun Otani

Abstract: Backgrounds: Medical safety management, which must be taught during the initial clinical resident
training systems, is essential for maintaining the quality of medical services. However, related training hospitals
cannot establish educational systems.

Methods: We reviewed the activities of initial clinical residents during the training course of regional medical
care in our hospital, which is a typical small hospital in a medical rural depopulated area. In our hospital,
education concerning medical safety management is practiced in daily clinical work by surgeons or internists.
This is non-systematically focused on the problems of medical safety management specific for small-sized
hospitals, different from those in large hospitals. We have also offered a program on the experience of local
residents, which aims to find and support problems specific to the community.

Results: We have taken charge of the education of 59 initial clinical residents, who managed an average of 7.3
patients and performed and average of 2.56 invasive procedures. Only one resident had declared a needlestick
accident. Although no other medical accidents or communication errors were declared, the residents did not report
any incidents except the case.

Conclusions: In the training course of regional medical care, initial clinical residents can recognize the
importance of medical safety management under the condition of insufficient medical capital through cooperation
with doctors from other departments, various co-medicals in and out of the hospital, and inhabitants outside the
hospital.

Key words: initial clinical residents; training course of regional medical care; medical education
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