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A case of empyema preceded by urticarial rash

Nao Takanashi”, Ryuichi Ohta®, Yoshinori Ryu”, Kota Sakaguchi®,
Satoshi Ofuji¥, Shuzo Hattori”

Abstract: Empyema occurs secondarily from pneumonia, mediastinitis and postoperatively such as
thoracoplasty for tuberculosis. We report the case of a 93-year old man who diagnosed as empyema after
thoracoplasty over 70 years ago. As we follow, the patient presented urticarial rash at upper limbs and abdomen,
and arthralgia, which resembled collagen disease. Urticarial rash is known for precede symptom of sepsis, but
there is no evident percentage. Importance of skin symptoms for early diagnosis for sepsis was suggested.

Key words: empyema, urticarial rash, sepsis
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