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Central fourth-floor ward: enjoyable, freely and with smile

Mayumi MoriV

Abstract : This ward was established in 2002 as an in-hospital sanatorium long-term care-type ward. We
moved to the present place in 2016 and were re-certified as a long-term care (medical treatment type) ward in
2017. We treat patients who are too dependent on medical support and for whom in-home care or nursing home
care after in-hospital acute medical care would be difficult, resulting in long-term hospitalization. The patients
come from other acute care wards of our hospital. They are then comprehensively evaluated based on their
medical category and activities of daily living (ADL) category. Our ward is certified as class one category of
long-term care ward hospitalization basic fee, in which patient rate of high grade of medical category, level two or
three, should be over 80%, and it is operated with a rate of nursing and assistant deployment to patient is over 20
to 1. Today, there are patients in our ward requiring oxygen therapy, ventilator therapy, frequent tracheal
aspiration, tracheostomy management, haemodialysis, decubitus management, palliative care, and terminal care
and complex and difficult medical supports in home because of designated intractable disease. We provide safe
and heart-warming nursing care for them, including support at discharge. We also provide nursing care freely and
with a smile, with the problems of ageing and our role in our hospital in mind.

Keywords: long term care (medical treatment type) ward; the problems of aging; difficult in-home care cases
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