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Transported cases to Unnnan City Hospital
using helicopter emergency medical services system in Unnan.

Yoshihiro Moriwaki”’?, Junzo Okuda"?, Hitomi Zotani”?, Jun Otani"?,

Masaki Nagase1)3), Yoshiyuki Ryum), and Ryuichi Ohta"?

Abstract: Under Japanese helicopter emergency medical services (HEMS) system, most patients are
transferred to the base hospital of HEMS, and some non-severe patients to lower level local hospitals (J-turn-
transportation). We reviewed clinical records of cases transferred to our hospital using J-turn-transportation
system. Thirty six cases were transferred to our hospital using this system, 30 of which were transferred by
ambulance from the heliport near the scene; 182 cases were transferred directly to the base hospital. The
mean time interval from contact of HEMS team with a patient in the heliport near the scene to the emergency
department was 44 minutes in cases transferred to the local hospital by helicopter and ambulance in J-turn-system
because we did not have a heliport in our hospital site, 33 minutes by ambulance, 23 minutes in cases transferred
directly to the base hospital by helicopter. The mean time interval from contact with a patient to the base hospital
was 64, 58, and 23 minutes, respectively. We concluded that a heliport in the hospital site or intrahospital special
system which allowed immediate response to J-turn-transportation is necessary to establish relief and safety in

healthcare of citizen and function of local hospitals in the rural area with insufficient medical services.

b Department of surgery, Unnan City Hospital, 2 Department of regional general medicine, Unnan City Hospital, 3 Department
of internal medicine, Unnan City Hospital
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